Meeting with TII – Advocating for Lucan’s Transport & Road Safety Needs

Councillor Liona O’Toole & Councillor Helen Farrell

17 July 2025

Today, along with SDCC officials and councillors representing each Local Electoral Area (LEA), Councillor Liona O’Toole (Chair of Lucan Area Committee) and Councillor Helen Farrell, Lucan, had a detailed and long-awaited meeting with Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII). Also in attendance were Councillors from the other LEA’s in the county as well as representatives from SDCC.  
This followed months of asking that Lucan’s key concerns be addressed in a meeting, as an urgent priority. We thank South Dublin County Council officials for facilitating this meeting and we are pleased to report that it was both productive and constructive, but we hope that future meetings can take place regularly, to progress the issues raised.

On behalf of Lucan residents, we both raised a wide range of important issues affecting the daily commutes, business operations, road safety and overall quality of life of the people of the area.

🔹 M50 Toll-Dodgers & the Impact on Lucan’s Gridlock:

Councillor Helen Farrell raised the urgent requirement to consider lifting the unfair M50 toll at the toll-bridge on the M50. The impact of drivers dodging the M50 to cross the Liffey via Lucan Bridge can be seen every day, with long tailbacks occurring on Chapel Hill, and most drivers crossing the bridge to drive up Laraghcon and onwards. This heavy traffic also blocks vehicles heading East through Lucan Village at the Lucan Bridge roundabout. 

This toll was originally put in place to pay for the cost of the M50 bridge and was not originally envisaged to be a permanent toll. However, decisions by the Government headed by Brian Cowen under the FF / GP / PD alliance in 2008 put in place a contractual agreement with Turas Mobility Services until 2030, with the Irish State being the other beneficiary of the revenue from the tolls.  

At today’s meeting, Cllr Farrell urged revision of the legislation in the coming years, to lift this toll and consequent traffic burden on Lucan village. TII suggested multi-point tolling might be a partial solution to the issue, but Cllr Farrell asked that measures be implemented to lift the traffic burden, as many rural towns and villages had their traffic congestion alleviated by EU & Nationally-funded bypasses, thus improving access to local businesses and quality of life for all. TII said there are no current timelines for implementing the multi-tolling model; this would fall under the remit of the NTA. TII also have no plans to lift the toll, as they said it is a major revenue stream for the Irish State. 

Cllr Liona O’Toole said that residents pay tolls simply to access the airport, unlike those living beyond the toll point, with no direct airport bus route for Lucan. TII agreed to link in with South Dublin Chamber on the impact of traffic in the area. SDCC representatives said that a second link across the Liffey awaited. They also confirmed that traffic studies for Lucan will be conducted. They await publication of the revised National Development Plan (NDP) after which a full study may inform future traffic designs. We will follow up on these issues at future meetings. 
🔹 M50/N4 Lane Confusion, Buses & Safety For All:
Councillor Liona O’Toole asked TII to review the dangerous lane layout for traffic turning from the N4 eastbound, onto the M50 northbound. Cllr O’Toole proposed a dual-turning lane configuration to reduce abrupt merging and improve safety. Cllr Farrell supported this request. At today’s discussion it was agreed that an audit on incidents would be conducted. 
Bus Connects plans along this route would be reviewed and improvements would be considered. Cllr O’Toole also requested a timeline for the last changes made to these lanes. High-collision locations are reviewed every three years by TII. TII agreed to review the reasons behind the current configuration, will look into the road safety situation and revert. Cllr O’Toole along with Cllr Helen Farrell will assess all findings once received.

🔹 Strategic Planning and Collaborative Planning Between SDCC and TII:

TII said that their Strategic Planning Unit can assist SDCC with their planning, especially in light of the significant developmental changes, such as the City Edge and Metro planning that will be emerging in the near future. We will continue to monitor developments and report back to our constituents on this.  

🔹 Signage Clarity at M50 J7:
Cllr O’Toole questioned why "Lucan" is missing from southbound signage at Junction 7 despite being clearly marked northbound. TII will examine this inconsistency further.

🔹 Noise Barriers – Ardeevin, Beech Grove & Hillcrest:
Residents have repeatedly told both Councillors that the noise levels from N4 traffic can be unbearable. Cllr O’Toole requested updated noise data and a timeline for upgraded barriers, with assurances that new barriers will provide real reductions in noise pollution. While TII does not conduct noise studies themselves, and said that this is a matter for SDCC, they implement infrastructure based on recommendations. Dun Laoghaire Rathdown (DLR) are arranging a meeting on how TII assist in relation to the Dublin Noise Action Plan. 
The exact type of noise barrier for installation depends on the measured pollution type and level. Cllr O’Toole asked for details on when and where barriers were last installed along the N4 including their specifications. She will monitor future plans and identify any gaps in coverage cross-referencing with new developments over the past 20 years. As part of the Bus Connects corridors, she will ask that barrier plans be made available for public review. TII confirmed that if they need to replace a sound barrier, it will be replaced with the latest technology. 
Cllr Farrell asked if the road surface has a role to play in the level of noise pollution and TII said that this would only be a very minimal impact. Additionally, they said that this surface degraded quicker. TII confirmed that as part of the Bus Connects scheme, new barriers along part of the N4 on both sides of the road will be installed, but this is only along a certain section of the N4. Cllr Farrell will follow up on this and notify constituents along this route. 
🔹 Exit 8 on the M50 – Back on the Agenda:
With Junction 7 under severe pressure and significant growth expected from Clonburris, Cllr O’Toole again called for Exit 8 to be re-examined. Although TII officials said that this additional slip road, or any additional feeder roads onto the M50 are unlikely to go ahead, Cllr O’Toole emphasised Lucan’s unique position surrounded by two of the country’s largest SDZs. These SDZ’s were not factored in during the original M50 planning. She will continue to pursue alternatives.

🔹 Ardeevin (Tandy’s Lane) and Esker Access Reinstatement:
Cllr Helen Farrell raised this long-standing issue again, as Cllr Liona O’Toole has previously at every County Development Plan stage. While TII indicated that reversing the closures is not currently feasible, both Councillors emphasised the urgent need, given Lucan Village’s daily congestion. It is also expected that there will be increased traffic in the greater Lucan area, with the growth of the satellite areas of Clonburris and Adamstown. 
These formerly operational access points onto the N4 could serve as part of the solution to this congestion. Cllr Farrell gave examples of slip roads onto N & M roads with shorter merging lengths at higher speeds and pointed out that the bus stop could be moved, if this issue was impeding the decision around reopening the slip roads. We requested details on the timeline and rationale for the original closures and Cllr O’Toole suggested that the automatic emergency bollards be opened during peak times. We will review any follow-up reports, consider next steps and communicate with constituents around the issue.

🔹 M50 Incidents & Local Diversions:
Cllr O’Toole discussed how M50 closures redirect traffic onto local roads like the Outer Ring Road (R136). TII clarified that they are not responsible for smaller roads, but Cllr O’Toole will raise this with SDCC. Cllr O’Toole also asked whether “flasher” signs could be used to alert drivers of incidents/diversions on smaller roads, similar to M50 protocols.

🔹 Bus Lane Bridge & Cycle Lane Maintenance:
Cllr Helen Farrell raised the proposal for a bus lane bridge on foot of feedback received, in the context of the M50 and Bus Connects route planning. TII have no immediate plans to install this as they confirmed this would be the remit of the National Transport Authority (NTA); however, the NTA do not have any current plans to implement this either. They stated that if it were needed in the future, a design assessment would be conducted. 

TII confirmed that cycle lane cleansing is conducted every 13 weeks, or sooner, should an issue be reported. These elements will also feed into the larger Bus Connects corridor plans, which we will continue to monitor.

🔹 Orbital Road – N7/N4/N3 Link:
A key topic raised was the need for a future orbital road linking the N7, N4, and N3. Cllr O’Toole has called for this route to be prioritised and assigned a timeline, in every County Development Plan. As CDPs now move from five-year to ten-year frameworks it's more important than ever that Lucan is fully recognised in long-term infrastructure planning.

This was a vital first step in bringing Lucan’s growing transport pressures directly to national infrastructure planners. We fully intend to continue engaging with TII and other relevant bodies as we prepare for our next County Development Plan. Ensuring Lucan’s voice is at the centre of planning decisions remains one of both of our top priorities and we are committed to ensuring Lucan has a strong voice at the table.

Cllr Liona O’Toole, Independent

Cllr Helen Farrell, Independent
